Potato Council position statement on genetic modification of potato crops

e Conventional potato breeding using hybridization between parents has made a
significant contribution to the success of the potato crop through improved varieties.
Madification of varieties exploiting the direct transfer of genes (genetic modification),
using a range of modern biotechnological methods can also offer many potentially
complimentary benefits. The traditional breeding methods and biotechnological
approaches to improve varieties can work effectively together.

e The Potato Council, as the major representative organisation for the GB potato
industry, recognises that safety to the consumer and the environment is paramount.
The risks and potential benefits of any GM potato must be fully evaluated on a case-
by-case basis to provide robust scientific evidence on which to base decisions.
Stringent national and international regulations are in place to ensure that all GM
crops must undergo rigorous trials and independent assessments before crops can
be grown or enter the food chain.

e The Potato Council believes that genetic modification of potatoes can provide
tangible benefits and increase choice for consumers. For example, it could be
possible to grow “old varieties” if they were made resistant to diseases that do not
allow successful cultivation at present. The cooking properties of potatoes may be
improved through changes in tuber starch and sugar content and cell wall
composition resulting in better eating and processing quality.

e The Potato Council recognises that the development and commercial adoption of
GM potatoes could be one approach, integrated with conventional cropping and co-
existing alongside organic production, to lower pesticide inputs, reduce unnecessary
wastage, improve production and maintain the competitive position of GB potatoes.
This may be achieved, through improved pest and disease resistance, improved
efficiency of resource use for fertilizers and water, reduced susceptibility of potatoes
to bruising and damage, and improved tuber quality for the processing sector, the
fresh market and for industrial use.

e The Potato Council wishes to encourage open discussion and responsible
development of GM potatoes and believes there must be a continuing, fully informed
public debate and that acceptance will depend upon confident, informed choice by
end-users. To help this debate the Potato Council will play a positive role and
support the conduct of both private and publicly funded trials, their independent
evaluation and the release of scientifically robust information to establish the
economic, environmental or consumer impacts of the technology.



